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Library and Information Service as a Profession*
G Bhattacharyya

Abstract

[Purpose: This paper is to define the librarianship as a profession in the context of a learned profession
which refers to the interlinked activities of secondary information works carried out by librarians for
the purpose of rendering secondary information services.

Design: This paper is presented rather in a discussion mode on the basis of the facts scattered in
published literature.  Policies, strategies and the forms of acquiring professional knowledge,
practicing it, and developing skills are discussed considering different facets of the foundation-
discipline “Library and Information Science”.

Findings: The results of all tests essential for establishing “Library and Information Service”, which is
known as the activity of the foundation-discipline “Library and Information Science”, as learned
profession are perfectly positive.

Value : Attributively and functionally, the profession of “ Library and Information Service” is
absolutely analogous to those of other learned profession and has earned the social recognition with
well-established professional norms. However, as a manifestation of the “Self-Consciousness” of a
learned profession, any deviation/violation in this regard must be protested against both individually or
collectively.

Keywords : Librarianship; Information service; Profession; Calling; Significant characteristic;
Specialized knowledge and skill; Self-Consciousness; Professional manpower development, Library
personnel management. |

*'Library and Information Service' profession is the talk of the day, so is also the education of its foundation-discipline
'Library and Information Science'. Incessant is the approach to reach to an equitable state to upgrade the profession in the
manner it should. In this context, the Editor feels, it would be prudent to reproduce the learned article on the caption
“Library and Information Service as a Profession” authored by the prophetic, legendary and revered personality in the
field, Late Professor G Bhattacharyya, presented in the IASLIC 14" National Seminar 1990 held at Mysore during
November 14-17, 1990. It is hoped, this reproduced article would bring a solace to the stigmatic state of the 'Library and
Information Service' profession. — Editor, IASLIC Bulletin
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Relevance of LIS Profession in the Google Age
C R Karisiddappa' and B Ramesh Babu"

Abstract

Purpose: Unprecedented impact of technologies on Library and information services have stimulated
certain sections of professionals to question the validity of the Library profession. In many of the
professional meetings and interactive sessions this issue was bothering the senior professional experts
and scholars. This notion necessitated to present the broad perspective and to justify the contemporary
relevance of the profession in the changing scenario. Dr S R Ranganathan's Five Laws of Library
Science have laid the foundation to the profession and its practice. The opportunities, challenges and
the identity struggle for the librarianship are outlined. The role of LIS professionals, the status and
image of the profession, aspects associated with the librarianship of tomorrow, innovative
librarianship, and essential skills of the LIS professionals in the context of changing dimensions of the
profession are discussed. The education for Librarianship and the role of Library schools in the present
context are highlighted. The ethics of Librarianship and the relevance of the profession in the Google
age is highlighted.

Methodology: Literature survey in the subject of Librarianship as a profession has been examined and
interpreted with the emerging trends and presented its relevance in the context of knowledge society.
The approach adopted is based on the systematic and logical way of focussing the Librarianship and its
capability in sustaining the challenges as well as exploring the opportunities in the Google age.

Findings: The what, why and how of Librarianship as a profession is explained. Five laws of library
science as propounded by Dr S R Ranganathan fortifies Library Science as a profession. The numerous
opportunities for LIS professionals' activities in situation of traditional and modern, interdisciplinary,
and multidisciplinary, briefly listed. The profession of librarianship has reached the zenith of noble
profession. The librarianship of today and tomorrow is a dynamic, service-oriented, assertive, and
serving diverse clientele with a wide range of sophisticated information, learning, and teaching needs.
Originality: This research paper is original based on the literature studied and has not been published
elsewhere. This would benefit the LIS professionals in understanding the field since it presents the
cardinal truths of the profession of librarianship which were presented based on the available
literature.

Keywords: Librarianship,; Information service; Library Science; Librarian professional ethics;
Librarian skill; Knowledge society, Internet searching; Web search engine — Google.
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