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Information Literacy and Information-Seeking Pattern : A study with a

Special Reference to Media Literacy among the students of Select
Colleges in Shillong

Gervasius Nongkseh', Moses M Naga" and Kamaljit Chirom'

Abstract

Purpose: This study is an attempt at finding out information literacy and information seeking
behaviour of college students in Shillong.

Methodology: Three objectives were formulated for this survey research to know the information and
media literacy level of college students, information consumption habits and to assess the purpose of
information-seeking of the college students. The data was collected using the structured-questionnaire
from undergraduate students of three colleges of Shillong city through random sampling.

Findings: This study has been able to come up with very significant indicators. College students were
aware of the various forms of information sources but lack healthy information-seeking behaviour.
They mostly seek popular information sources without judicious choices. It was also found that college
students under study lack the ability to find the appropriate information for educational purposes.
Originality/Value: The study is an original work and has the potentiality to impact further research in
the field of information literacy in India and around the world. With the ever growing information and
the innumerable impact it has on people, the study will have a huge impact in shaping the information-
seeking behaviour of the college students in particular.

Key words: Information literacy, Information source; Media literacy, Information-seeking behaviour;
College student; Shillong; India.
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URL Persistence and Recovery in any Research Journal :
An Illustrative Study

Niveditha B*and Mallinath Kumbar®

Abstract
Purpose: The study is to examine the persistence and recovery of URLs cited in any Journal. The
Journal of the Association for Information Science and Technology (JASIST) has been taken here as
illustration. It is also intended to determine the characteristic features of the URLs.
Methodology: Atotal of 1744 articles were downloaded, 87,468 references were extracted and 10,301
web references were checked for their availability. A PHP script was used to check for availability and
to document the error. Further, the characteristics of URLs like file extension, path depth, character
length and the top-level domain was determined.
Findings: The research findings indicated that out of 10301 web references, 7537 contained URLs,
DOIs were found in 2677 references and 87 references contained arXiv and WOS identifiers. It was
found that 8929 URLs were accessible, and the remaining 1372 URLs were inaccessible. Most errors
indicated the HTTP 404 error code (Not found). The domains .org and .net were more stable than
domains .info and .edu. Further, the missing URLs were recovered through TimeTravel.
Originality: This study is on the persistence and recovery of URLs cited in articles published in JASIST
spanning a period of 10 years (2008-2017). The findings will be helpful to authors, publishers, and
editorial staff to ensure that web references are accessible in the future.

Keywords: Web reference; URL; DOI; PHP script; Persistence; Recovery; TimeTravel; JASIST
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