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Obituary

Prof S B Ghosh
(01.06.1942 — 14.11.2018)

The first professional President (2006 to 2007) of TASLIC, Prof. S B Ghosh passed away on
November 14, 2018 after prolonged illness. An active library and information professional and a
renowned teacher of LIS, Prof Ghosh completed the Certificate course in Librarianship conducted
by the Bengal Library Association (BLA) in 1958, and obtained the Diploma in Librarianship in
1961 from the University of Calcutta, the Associateship in Documentation from Indian National
Scientific Documentation Center (INSDOC now NISCAIR) in 1971. He obtained the PhD degree
from Jadavpur University, Kolkata. His first professional job was with the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) as Scientific Observer-in-Charge. He joined the Geological Survey of India
(GSI) Library in Kolkata in 1963. After passing the Associateship examination from INSDOC, he
joined the same organization. Besides his other assignments, he was associated with the training
course of INSDOC. He joined Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) in 1998 as
Professor and Head, Faculty of Library and Information Science, and retired from there in 2007.
He also served as a visiting faculty in several Indian universities. Prof Ghosh was actively
associated with BLA, IASLIC, IATLIS and ILA. He was a member of IASLIC Council for several
terms (1976-77, 1982-91, 1998-99, and 2002- 2005). He was Vice-President during 1998-2003,
and Secretary of Education Division during 1978-1980. As Secretary of Education Division of
IASLIC, he was associated with the training programmes sponsored by NISSAT. The second
programme on Indexing Systems was organized by him in Kolkata during December 4, 1978 -
February 2, 1979. He served IASLIC as the first professional President during 2006-2007. He also
served as a Vice President of Indian Association of Teachers in Library and Information Science
(IATLIS) and as a Council Member of the Indian Library Association (ILA). He also acted as the
Secretary General of 49th FID Congress and General Assembly, 1998, held in New Delhi. Prof.
Ghosh also served as a Standing Committee Member of IFLA/Section on Education and Training
(SET) and IFLA/Regional Section on Asia and Oceania and a Program Committee member of
Dublin Core Metadata Initiative (DCMI). He served as a member of the committee constituted for
the development of Guidelines for LIS education by IFLA/SET which was published in 2012. He
was also a member of the MSD 05 Documentation and Information Committee of the Bureau of
Indian Standards. He also edited Annals of Library Science and Documentation for some time.
IGNOU honoured him with Best Researcher Award in 2004, while IATLIS honoured him with
Best Teacher Award. His death is a great loss to the LIS profession and to the IASLIC as well.
IASLIC deeply mourns his death.




Obituary

Prof Juran Krishna Sarkhel
(03.03.1954 — 29.12.2018)

Prof Juran Krishna Sarkhel (64), Former Professor, Department of Library & Information
Science, Kalyani University, Kalyani, and a very popular teacher of LIS, suddenly died of cardiac
arrest while introducing the keynote speakers on the dais at the inaugural function of the National
Seminar on 'Libraries in Next Era: Digital Learning Landscape' at Kalyani University, Kalyani, on
December 29, 2018 at around 12:30 pm. He is survived by his ninety years old ailing mother,
wife, two children, three brothers and many relatives and friends. Born on March 3, 1954 at
Chapdani, Hooghly, West Bengal, completed his schooling from Chanpdani High School and Pre-
university from Jaipuria College, Kolkata, B Com from Rishra Bidhan Chandra College,
Certificate in Library Science from Bengal Library Association(BLA), Bachelor of Library
Science from Jadavpur University. Prof. Sarkhel detained Master of Library & Information
Science with gold medal and Ph D degree from Jadavpur University, Kolkata.

He started his career as an Assistant Librarian, Rishra Bidhan Chandra College (Evening),
Hooghly in April 1971 and later joined the Dept of Library and Information Science, Vidyasagar
University, Medinipur, as a lecturer and served there for 21 years in different capacities. Besides
serving as a Reader and a Professor in the same department, he served as Head of the Department
for eight years and Dean, Faculty of Arts & Commerce, for four years. He also served as Director
(Officiating) of the Directorate of Distance Education for three years. Subsequently, Prof Sarkhel
joined the Dept of Library and Information Science, Kalyani University as Professor in 2007,
where he served for 10 years. At Kalyani University he served as Head of the Department for two
years and Director (Officiating), Directorate of Open and Distance Learning, for three years. He
also served as Registrar (Officiating) and Vice-Chancellor (Officiating) on different occasions.
After his retirement, University of Kalyani appointed him as Honourary Adjunct Professor. Prof.
Sarkhel also served as a Visiting Scientist at Documentation Research and Training Centre, ISI,
Bangalore, and as a Guest/Visiting Faculty at Birla Institute of Technology, Ranchi, Jadavpur
University, Rabindra Bharati University and Pondicherry University. He attended and presented
papers at number of international conferences at Athens (Greece), Singapore, Bangladesh,
Malaysia, Italy, Switzerland and Dubai. He was actively involved in teaching and research for 32
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years in Social Sciences, Information Processing & Retrieval, Documentation & Information
Services, Research Methodology, System Analysis & Design, Information System and
Community Information Services. A total of 23 scholars have been awarded Ph.D degree under
his supervision.

He was a member of several professional bodies, viz., IASLIC, ILA, IATLIS and Bengal
Library Association (BLA). IATLIS honoured him with IATLIS-Motiwale Best LIS Teacher
Award 2017 in recognition of his outstanding contributions to LIS education and research. Prof.
Sarkhel was a member of the Governing Body and the Executive Committee of IASLIC. He was
also the editor of Indian Library Science Abstracts. Professor Sarkhel was actively associated with
IASLIC Bulletin about three decades as a member of Editorial Board and had contributed towards
itsimprovement. His death is a greatloss to IASLIC Bulletin and irreparable.
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Garfield's Law of Concentration — A New Bibliometric Law
B K Sen’

Abstract
Purpose: This paper is an attempt to make library professionals aware and to study the salient features
of the Garfields Law of Concentration. This paper is also to compare the Garfield’s Law of
Concentration with the Bradford's Law and to highlight the application.
Methodology: The article on the subject by Eugene Garfield was searched from his Essays of an
information scientist and necessary information was gathered.
Findings: The article is not based on any experiment or survey. Hence there are no findings. However,
the application of the Law is likely to be highly beneficial for identifying the journals publishing the
significant literature on a speciality.
Value: If articles pertaining to a speciality are arranged in the descending order of their citation
productivity then it is likely that around 90% of them will be from a small core of journals. Garfield law
of concentration is a valuable law, may be more useful than Bradford law in as much as it identifies the
significant literature whereas Bradford law identifies the significant periodicals.

Keywords: Garfield law of concentration; Bradford law of scattering; Bibliometrics

* Chairman, Bibliometrics Expert Committee, Department of Science and Technology, Government of India.
Residence: 80 Shivalik Apartments, Alaknanda, New Delhi—110019. ™K bksen1938@gmail.com Q +919319106679
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Sears List of Subject Headings, 22" Edition (2018):
Features and Facts

M P Satija®
Abstract

Purpose: To describe the principles and functioning of the Sears List with reference to its latest
edition(2018).

Methodology: A historical brief survey of its previous editions since its first edition in 1923 is given.
Analysis of theworking rules of the Sears List is described.

Findings; Describes and explains the working of the Sears List for the librarians and students. States
that it is a very convenient tool for teaching subject headings work in library schools and using it in
small and medium type libraries in the English speaking world.

Originality: The work is original as nothing has beenwritten so far on the Sears 22-(2018).

Keywords: C A Cutter; Knowledge organization; Sears List of Subject headings,; Subject Indexing;
Subject Indexing Languages; Vocabulary Control
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