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"A library is a place where history 

comes alive, where the past speaks 

to the present, and where the future 

is shaped"  

 

       ðby  Rabindranath Tagore  

IASLIC 34th All India Conference 

IASLIC 34th All India Conference on ñLibrary Vision 2047ò was successfully or-

ganized by Department of Library and Information Science, Karnataka State Akkama-

hadevi Women University, Vijayapura, Karnataka during 5 ï 7 January 2026. The 

three-day national event was inaugurated on 5 January 2026 at 10.30 AM at Kannada 

Bhavan, Karnataka State Akkamahadevi Women University (KSAWU). The inaugu-

ral session was commenced with a warm welcome by Prof P G Tadasad, Senior Pro-

fessor, Department of Library and Information Science, KSAWU and Organizing Sec-

retary, while Prof Gavisiddappa, Joint Organizing Secretary introduced the dignitar-

ies on the dias. In his Inaugural address Prof B D Kumbar, Honourable Vice Chan-

cellor, Devangere University, Devangere emphasized the growing importance of li-

braries in the modern digital era. He highlighted how libraries continue to serve as 

vital knowledge hubs despite rapid technological changes. He also stressed that librar-

ians should adopt innovative tools, emerging technologies and user-centric approaches 

to óreach the unreachedô sections of the society and ensures inclusive access to infor-

mation. Shri Abhijit Kumar, General Secretary of IASLIC gave an overview of 

IASLIC and mentioned its role in supporting the LIS professionals. He also thanked 

the university authority and organizing team for their support and technical modalities 

in pursuance of the conference program. A total of 65 papers were accepted for 

presentation, he added. The keynote address was delivered by Prof Devika Madalli, 

Director, INFLIBNET Centre, Ahmedabad who elaborated on the pivotal role of IN-

FLIMNET in strengthening library services across the country. She explained how 

INFLIBNET supports libraries through digital platforms, e-resources, networking and 

capacity building thereby enabling effective information dissemination in the digital 

age and enhancing access to scholarly resources. Following the keynote address, Prof 

B S Biradar, Honourable Vice-Chancellor, Bidar University, Bidar addressed the 

gathering and shared his insights on contemporary issues and future directions in li-

brary and information science as well as library and information profession. The presi-

dential address was delivered by Prof Vijaya B Korishetti, Honourable Vice-

Chancellor, Karnataka State Akkamahadevi Women University. The inaugural session 

ended with vote of thanks proposed by Dr Shantadevi, Joint Organizing Secretary 

acknowledging the contributions of all guests, delegates and participants. The inaugu-

ral session was further graced by the presence of eminent luminaries and senior LIS 

professionals. A total of 65 papers were received from LIS professionals, reflecting 

the wide academic interest and relevance of the conference theme. All submitted pa-

pers were reviewed and categorized into seven technical sessions based on their the-

matic focus and scope. The first technical session was conducted at Dr B R 

Ambedkar Bhavan on the sub-theme ñDeveloping New Age Libraries : Operations 

and Servicesò. The session was chaired by Dr Ramesha from Bangalore University 

and Dr Hema Cholin from INFLIBNET was the Co-Chair. Dr Chowkimath from Tata 

Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai acted as Rapporteur. The session started with an 
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 invited talk by Dr Appasaheb Naikal, Librarian, Indian Insti-

tute of Management (IIM), Kozhikode. In his invited talk, Dr 

Naikal provided valuable insights into the operations and ser-

vices of modern libraries in the digital age. He highlighted 

emerging trends, technological interventions and innovative 

service models that are reshaping library functions and also 

emphasized the evolved role of librarians in managing digital 

resources and meeting user expectations in a rapidly changing 

information environment. Nine research papers were present-

ed in the session and each presentation was followed by an 

interactive question and answer session . The second tech-

nical session was commenced with an invited talk by Dr 

Bhojaraju Gunjal, Librarian, IIT, Hyderabad. In his address 

on the topic ñTools and Techniques for Future Library Opera-

tionsò, Dr Gunjal elaborated on the wide range of advanced 

technologies currently implemented in the IIT, Hyderabad 

Library. He provided practical insights into how similar tech-

nologies can be adopted by college and university libraries 

taking into their account their infrastructure and resource con-

straints. A total of seven papers were scheduled for this ses-

sion, out of which four papers were presented. The session 

was chaired by Dr K T Santosh Kumar of Kuvempu Universi-

ty with Dr Parashuram from Central University of Karnataka 

serving as Co-Chair. Dr Prasanna Kumar from BLDE 

(Deemed to be University) acted as Rapporteur. The third 

technical session commenced at 11.30 AM on 6 January 2026 

with an invited lecture by Dr Umesh Reddy K, Librarian, 

Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru on ñDigital Li-

brary and Smart Libraryò. This session was chaired by Dr 

Srinivas Raghavan from Bharathidasan University with Dr 

Gururaj Hadagali from Karnatak University as the Co-Chair. 

Dr Deepti from University of Agricultural Sciences served as 

the Rapporteur. Five papers were presented in this session. 

The fourth technical session was held on the theme 

ñCommunity Empowerment and Librariesò where Dr Keshava 

from Kuvempu University acted as Chairperson. Dr Banasree 

Ray and Mr Satyabrata Sahoo acted as Co-Chairperson and 

Rapporteur respectively. Seven scheduled papers were pre-

sented in this session. The discussions covered a wide range 

of socially relevant topics, including information support ser-

vices in rural libraries, preservation of cultural heritage  and 

indigenous knowledge, information literacy for student em-

powerment and enhancing district library outreach in West 

Bengal through social media platforms. The fifth technical 

session focusing on ñInnovative Library Services in Digital 

Ageò was chaired by Dr Susanta Kumar Senapathi, Former 

Head, Knowledge Resource Centre, Central Building Re-

search Institute, Rookee  with Dr M R Bachalapur as the Co-

Chair and Dr Shobha Patil as the Rapporteur. Five papers 

were presented in this session. This session also featured an 

invited lecture by Dr Sham Pujar, Librarian, Indira Gandhi 

Institute of Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbai. He 

delivered an insightful talk on cloud based library systems and 

AI enabled library services, emphasizing their role in improv-

ing efficiency, scalability and user satisfaction. The sixth 

technical session was chaired by Dr Padmamma with Miss 

Moumita Ash as Co-Chair and Dr Renuka as Rapporteur. Six 

papers were presented in this session out of nine papers. The 

papers addressed critical and emerging issues such as applica-

tion of artificial intelligence in libraries, digital transformation 

in medical libraries, awareness, accessibility and application 

of AI tools among undergraduate students and the ethical di-

mensions of AI integration in library research and services. 

The session generated meaningful discussions on balancing 

technological advancement with ethical responsibility in li-

brary practices. The seventh technical session was started on 

7 January 2026 at 9.30 AM with an invited lecture by Prof 

Rajendra Kumbhar, Former Senior Professor and Head, 

Department of Library and Information Science, Savitribai 

Phule University, Pune. Prof Kumbhar delivered an insightful 

and thought-provoking lecture on the theme ñLibrary Vision 

2047 vis- -̈vis NEP 2020ò. While examining the current state 

of LIS education in India, he expressed serious concern over 

the deterioration in the quality of LIS education, highlighting 

issues like declining student enrolment in LIS schools, outdat-

ed curricula and the lack of alignment with emerging technol-

ogies and user expectations. He strongly emphasized the ur-

gent need for a comprehensive revamp of LIS syllabi across 

the country, ensuring alignment with the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020 and broader national vision of In-

dia@2047. This session was chaired by Dr Radhakrishnan 

from Periyar University with Ms Mayuri Das Biswas as the 

Co-Chair and Ms Rajashri Joshi as the Rapporteur. Seven 

research papers were presented in this session. A thought-

provoking panel discussion on the topic ñReaching the Un-

reached : Challenges for Library Vision 2047ò was held on 

7 January 2026 after the seventh technical session, where pan-

elist speakers were Prof Sadanand Bansode, Senior Profes-

sor, DLISc, Savitribai Phule University, Pune, Prof P V Kon-

nur, President, LIS Academy, Bengaluru, Dr Suresh Jange, 

Librarian, Gulbarga University, Kalaburagi, Dr Radhika Ra-

ni, Head, Department of Library and Information Science, 

Kakatiya University, Warangal and Dr Anand Doddamani, 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS). Dr P R Goswami, 

Former Director, NASSDOC moderated the panel discussion 

session and Dr Neelamma from Devangere University acted 

as Rapporteur. Two memorial lectures were organized on 6 

January 2026 in the pre-lunch session. The 8
th
 IASLIC ï P C 

Shah Memorial Lecture was delivered by Prof C R Ka-

risiddappa, Former Professor Emeritus, DLISc, Karnataka 

University, Dharwad on the topic ñCharting New Paths : A 

Reflection on Late Shri P C Shahôs Legacy and Contribu-

tionò. Prof Karisiddappa spoke eloquently on the life and 

scholarly contributions of Shri P C Shah, an eminent figure in 

the field of Library and Information Science. He traced Shri 

Shahôs significant role in shaping LIS education, research and 

professional practices in India. Prof A Y Asundi, Former 

Professor, DLISc, Bangalore University, Bengaluru delivered 

ñProf A K Baradol Endowment Lectureò on the topic 

ñEmpowering LIS Profession: A Way Forward to Vikshit 

India 2047ò. The lecture emphasized the importance of indig-

enous knowledge systems. Prof Asundi discussed how such 

knowledge can meaningfully support librarians in addressing 

modern information challenges, preserving cultural heritage  
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and promoting inclusive knowledge dissemination. 

The valedictory session marked a dignified conclusion to the 

three-day conference. Prof C R Karisiddappa, Former Pro-

fessor Emeritus, Karnataka University, Dharwad delivered the 

valedictory address, highlighting the significance of visionary 

leadership and innovation in the LIS profession. Dr Shankar-

gouda S Somanal, Registrar, Karnataka State Akkamahadevi 

Women University, Vijayapura presided over the session. Dr 

B T Sampath Kumar, Rapporteur General presented the 

conference report, summarizing the academic deliberations 

and outcomes of the three-day event. 46 papers were present-

ed among 65 accepted papers across various technical ses-

sions. Prof P G Tadasad, Organizing Secretary proposed the 

vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to all participants, paper 

presenters, delegates, organizers, advertisers and others those 

have contributed to make the All India Conference a success-

ful event.     

Photographs of  IASLIC 34th All India          
Conference, held on 5 ï 7 January 2026 , at The 
Department of Library and Information         
Science, Karnataka State Akkamahadevi     
Women University, Vijayapura, Karnataka  
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