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Dr S R Ranganathan and the Present Context of Public
Librarianship in India along with other Concerns

Prof (Retd) Alaka Buragohain®

Abstract

[Purpose: Dr S R Ranganathan, the Father of Indian Librarianship, has contributed a lot to establish

and promote this service-oriented professional discipline. He invented and expanded every aspect of
librarianship and established Library Science as a full-fledged discipline in the universities in India.

This lecture is to explain his incessant attempt to upgrade and improve the public librarianship in India

and to explore the possible benefits which could be brought to the entire community in the present era

irrespective of caste, creed, age and sex.

Design: The profession has experienced sea-changes indifferent aspects with emergence of ICT. But the
fundamental Five Laws of Library Science and its philosophy remain unchanged. These laws are the
foundation blocks directing all other services of the library and based on which the entire service
structure of librarianship functions. Ranganathans primary philosophy of basic theories was
establishing contacts between the reader and his documents pin-pointedly, exhaustively and
expeditiously. His journey in every sphere subareas of Librarianship has been revisited with special
emphasis to public librarianship in the light of different commissions and committees including
National Knowledge Commission s recommendations.

Findings: It is pointed out that inspite of strong recommendations of different committees and
commissions, apathy towards library sector does still exist. Many higher educational institutes are
keeping their posts of librarian vacant decades after decades compromising with the enhanced modern
library services. Government is still reluctant to give proper importance towards development of public
library services. It is also pointed out that how the concept of library has been neglected in the National
Education Policy 2020.

Value: It has become a challenge for us to convert the static public library into a vibrant multi-
functional institution involving all other socio-cultural and physical activities and programmes into its
fold, the ultimate aim being to convert people into regular readers of books. More attention is required
for the public library accommodating all other activities which may be explored and implemented in
rural areas. RRRLF must come forward improvising its rules in the present context to improve public

libraries in India as it should.

Keywords: S R Ranganathan, Librarianship; Academic Librarianship; Public Librarianship; National
Education Policy,; IASLIC-Ranganathan Memorial Lecture]

" This paper is based on the 23rd IASLIC Ranganathan Memorial Lecture 2015 delivered (online mode) on December 26, 2020 at
5:30pm.

“ Former Professor and Head, Dept. of Library and Information Science Gauhati University, Gauhati
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Media Libraries and Media Asset Management Systems in
Malayalam News Channels of Kerala, India: An Analysis
Lijomol Jose" and Rekha Rani Varghese"

Abstract

Purpose: Expolring demographic details of the Media Libraries with special reference to their
awareness towards the features and usage of various Media Asset Management Systems (MAMS) used
by the Malayalam News Channels of Kerala is the main purpose of the study.

Methodology: 4 survey was conducted among the librarians and the media library professionals in
eight Malavalam news channels of Kerala distributing questionnaires to know the features of MAMS
used.

Findings: Results show that majority of the media librarians have professional degrees. Malayalam
news channels in Kerala are using different MAMS like Libman, SDNA, Elite Infosoft, Liva, Dalet Plus,
DNAS and BIZ MAM. Almost all MAM software have the common features such as accessioning,
classification, cataloguing and keywords assigning. Librarians are using keywords by date and
accession number.

Value: With the advent of new technologies in Media Asset Management Systems, inclusion of
awareness and hands-on training on such software in Library and Information Science curriculum
would encourage Librarianship aspirants. More women participation by creating awareness among
girl students with the basic knowledge of MAMS and Media Librarianship in School curriculum would
have societal impact.

Key words: Media library, Media librarians, Media Asset Management System, MAMS, Malayalam
News Channels
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E-resources Mediated Effects on Work Efficiency of Users in

CSIR: A Case Study of Central Drug Research Institute, India

Jyoti Verma®

Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to assess the e-resources mediated effects on users' work efficiency
determinants in CSIR-CDRI, Lucknow, India.

Design: A well-structured questionnaire was designed to collect the data as per predetermined sample
size of 265. Descriptive and multiple regression analyses were done using STATISTICA programme.

Findings: Majority of respondents opined high influence on the amount of information (82.56%) and
time-saving (90.57%). The opinion was almost equally divided for high and medium influence on
professional work output and quality of work. Statistically significant regression models showed 71.5
to 76.5% predictability of all the response variables barring quality of work (49.4%). Un-standardised
B coefficients concerning all predictors of models were significant. The estimates of adjusted-R’
affirmed the good-fit of models. Predictors with potentially high predictability to influence two or more
dependent variables are discussed.

Value: This work is focused on e-resources use influencing the work efficiency of scientists in CSIR-
CDRI, where research is done following globally acceptable regulations and GLP guidelines. The study
should inspire the researchers and librarians for similar but refined studies in other special libraries

with significant findings.

Keywords: Effect; e-resources; work efficiency,; multiple regression.

References

1.

4.

VAKKARI (P). Perceived influence of the use of
electronic information resources on scholarly
work and publication productivity. Journal of the

American Society for Information Science and
Technology. 59,4;2008. p602-12.

ANI (O E), NGULUBE (P) and ONYANCHA
(B). Perceived effect of accessibility and
utilization of electronic resources on
productivity of academic staff in selected
Nigerian Universities. SAGE Open. 5, 4; 2015,
October-December. p1-7.

SHELA (Z) and GRESHAN (K). When
technology transforms research methodology.
Reference Service Review. 28,4;2000. p360-8.

KYRILLIDON (M). Research library spending

on electronic scholarly information on the rise.
Journal of Library Administration. 35, 4; 2001.
p89-94.

COSTA (S) and MEADOWS (J). The impact of
computer usage on scholarly communication
among social scientists. Journal of Information
Science.26,4;2000.p255-262.

HETERICK (B). Faculty attitudes toward
electronic resources. Educause Review. 2002,
July/August. Retrieved from
https://er.educause.edu/-/media/files/article-
downloads/erm0248.pdf (Retrieved on
December 17,2019).

BADU (E E) and MARKWETI (E D). Internet
awareness and use in the University of Ghana.
Information Development. 21,4;2005. p260-8.

* SLIA (PKK Library), Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur-208016, U.P. India, & 9889165976

X jyotiverma341@gmail.com

TASLIC Bulletin. 65, 4; 2020, December

©IASLIC



8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

E-resources Mediated Effects on Work Efficiency of Users in CSIR

MAHAJAN (P). Internet use by researchers: a
study of Punjab University, Chandigarh. Library
Philosophy and Practice. 8, 2; 2006. Available
at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/view
content.cgi?article=1079&context=libphilprac
(Retrieved on January 18,2020).

RAY (K) and DAY (J). Student attitudes towards
electronic information resources. 1998.

Available at: http://informationr.net/ir/4-2/paper
54 html (Retrieved on January 18, 2020).

KHAN (S)and DOMINIC (J). Use of internet by

the faculty members of engineering colleges of
Moradabad: a comparative study. ICAL. Library
Services. 2012. http://crl.du.ac.in/ical09/papers/
index_files/ical-95 124 278 1 RV.pdf
(Retrieved onJanuary 21, 2020)

SIVATHAASAN (N) and VELNAMPY (T).
Use of electronic information resources and
academic performance of university teachers: a
case study. European Journal of Business and
Management. 5,14;2013. p46-52.

SIWACH (A K) and MALIK (S K). E-resource
use by science faculty and research scholars: a
case study of Punjab University, Chandigarh.
Journal of Advancements in Library Sciences. 5,
2;2018.p27-35.

TELLA (A), ORIM (F), IBRAHIM (D M) and
MEMUDU (S A). The use of electronic resources
by academic staff at the University of ILORIN,

©IASLIC

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

227

Nigeria. Education and Information
Technologies. 23,1;2018.p9-27.

HETERICK (B). Faculty attitudes toward
electronic resources. Educause Review. 2002,
July/August. Retrieved from https://er.educause.
edu/-/media/files/article-downloads/erm0248.
pdf (Retrieved on December 17, 2019).

SIVATHAASAN (N) and VELNAMPY (T).
Use of electronic information resources and
academic performance of university teachers: a
case study. European Journal of Business and
Management. 5,14;2013.p46-52.

TELLA (A), ORIM (F), IBRAHIM (D M) and
MEMUDU (S A). The use of electronic resources
by academic staff at the University of ILORIN,
Nigeria. Education and Information
Technologies. 23,1;2018.p9-27.

MAHAIJAN (P). Internet use by researchers: a
study of Punjab University, Chandigarh. Library
Philosophy and Practice. 8, 2; 2006. Available
at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/view
content.cgi?article=1079&context=libphilprac
(Retrieved on January 18,2020).

KHAN (S) and DOMINIC (J). Use of internet by
the faculty members of engineering colleges of
Moradabad: a comparative study. ICAL. Library
Services. 2012. http://crl.du.ac.in/ical09/papers/
index files/ical-95 124 278 1 RV.pdf
(Retrieved on January 21, 2020)

TASLIC Bulletin. 65, 4; 2020, December



IASLIC Bulletin. 65, 4; 2020, December, p. 229 - 235

Influencing Features and Factors of Reference Management

Software : A Study in Pondicherry University
M Leeladharan® and Bijaya Narzary’

Abstract

Purpose : Writing research articles and thesis are major expectations from any research scholar in
academics and in order to do these activities, they read and collect a lot of articles for a longer time.
How do they manage these scholarly articles differs from one to another. This paper is an attempt to
understand the various ICT tools that are used by the scholars to manage the scholarly articles for
their research.

Methodology : A structured questionnaire with 23 questions in three sections to collect demographic
details, awareness on Reference Management Software (RMS) and usage of RMS was devised and
circulated among 126 researchers through simple random sampling and 107 responses were received.
Findings : The research findings indicate that the majority of the respondents come to know about
RMS through their Peers. Most of them are aware of Mendeley followed by Endnote and Zotero. They
started using RMS for the reason it is an easy way to manage references and easy to use and mostly
they used APA style of citation for their scholarly works.

Value : Though the findings indicate that almost all the respondnets make use of RMS, the effective
usage is not optimal. This may be inferred from the fact that only nearly half of the respondnets do
“Always” make use of RMS for creating references. To achive better utilization Library and
Information Centres can make a proactive role by conducting workshops on research writing and
reference management using RMSs.

Keywords : Reference Management Software; Zotero, Mendeley; EndNote; Scholarly Writing;
Pondicherry University

References

1.

WALKER (A J). Experience in keeping up with the
literature. [International Journal of Electrical

Integrated Information. Kos (Greece), 1st. September
29 — October 04, 2011. Institute for the Dissemination
of Arts and Sciences, Piracus; Greece. 2012.

Engineering Education. 25,4; 1988.p293-302. 5. MILLER (K). Reference management practices of
FENNER (M). Reference management meets Web postgraduate students and academic researchers are
2.0. Martin Cellular Therapy and Transplantation. 2, highly 111'd1\71dua11.sed. Evidence Based Library and
6;2010.p1-3. Information Practice. 11,3;2016.p105.

OVADIA (S). Internet connection managing citations 6. /I\\IFII%/IAAS]?II H(M)zi AIEI%:I]LEIIIEMA ((13)’ SO}.L?]EI (S ):
with cost-free tools. Behavioral and Social Sciences (, Yand Al (A). Features influencing
Librarian. 30,2;2011. p107-11. regearchers selection of refer_ence management
FRANCESE (E). Th fref ; software. Journal of Information & Knowledge

f (RMé))'. euse:igeq re evll‘ence met[l.lagemfzn Management. 15,3;2016.p.16-32.
software in an academic environment: a survey 7. OSMANI (M), MZA (R), AHMAD (B A) and ARTF (A

at Tallinn University. International Conference on

U 9443103805 X miccladharan@gmail.com

©IASLIC

“ Assistant Professor, Department of Library and Information Science, Pondicherry University, Pondicherry - 605014

" Librarian, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya , Darrang, Assam & 8778058411 DXl narzarybijaya@gmail.com

TASLIC Bulletin. 65, 4; 2020, December



Influencing Features and Factors of Reference Management Software 235

S). Reference management software (RMS) in an
academic environment: a survey at a research
university in Malaysia. Journal of Theoretical and
Applied Information Technology. 88, 1;2016.p135-44.
JASIMUDEEN (S) and VIMAL KUMAR (V).
Bibliographic reference management software usage
and expertise among LIS professionals in India.
National Seminar on Academic Plagiarism and

©IASLIC

Bibliographic Reference Management Software,
St.Stephen's College, Uzhavoor, 2014.

FARAG (A). Scholars' perceptions at Egyptian
libraries and information science departments towards
the usage of reference management software. The
International Journal of Informatics, Media and
Communication Technology. 1,1;2019. p.24-56.

TASLIC Bulletin. 65, 4; 2020, December



TASLIC Bulletin. 65, 4; 2020, December, p.236-245

Category Structure in Wikipedia: A Review
Piyali Ghosh" and Tarun Kumar Mondal’

Abstract

Purpose: The present study is to represent an overview of works on Wikipedia category system
exploring the trend of research on the catagory shucture.

Methodology: This is an explicit study of literature which were collected from different databases. The
study thus reviews the relevant literature.

Findings: The category system found in Wikipedia is the main process to systematically organize its
huge collection of articles. The assignment of category and subcategory is done by the anonymous
writers of the Wikipedia article. Therefore evaluation of Wikipedia category structure is needed to know
and to explore the classification system and the arrangement patterns of articles in this vast mass

generated encyclopedia.

Value: This study explores some relevant issues which are not yet explained by any researchers.
Keywords: Wikipedia; Wikipedia Category Structure; Knowledge Organization Tool; Classification

Scheme
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